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Dr. J. Jayalalithaa’s little known facet — PART 2

MMM - Undeterred support from laying foundation to inauguration. Only a few can conceive big
dreams and turn them into reality

m CHITRA BASKAR

1987: Late Chief Minister Dr. M.G.R gave

the permission to start The Madras Medical
Mission. But after his demise, we had to
pursue the same with Dr. Jayalalithaa. When
| requested her, she promptly agreed to lay
the Foundation stone. During the ceremony,
she donated her personal cheque for Rs. 5,

00,000/- as her contribution towards the cause.

All formalities went ahead smoothly and

we received total support right until we got
dual power supply for the hospital up to the
Compound wall and traffic light for the entire
street. Two weeks before the inauguration |
informed the Chief Minister that the approach
road from Thirumangalam to MMM was bad.
The road was widened, re-laid and a fish
market encroachment at Thirumangalam

was removed before the inauguration. She
enhanced the image of Tamil Nadu amongst
the over 150 foreign delegates. The world
renowned Cardio Thoracic Surgeon Dr.
Christaan Bernard openly appreciated that the
approach to the hospital was very impressive.

Frontier Lifeline Inauguration - Support
when | had fallen and risen too quickly
On 15th February 2004, | had gone to Kerala
for the inauguration of our small unit. After
the function | got a call from the CM’s office.
I froze in surprise when | was told that she
wanted to light the Kuthuvillakku at around
11.00 am on 18th February. We did not have
time to even print Invitation cards. The next
day I rushed back and sought an appointment
with the Chief Minister. When |

told her about the limited time ei g

line, she again surprised me e,
saying, “You don’t need any o=
advertisement. | will be there -
by 11.30 am.”

All arrangements were
quickly made to inaugurate -
Frontier Lifeline Hospital and

]

*i
b -
b 7

. . oy
"‘ﬁ.'..-‘] s

the Chief Minister promptly reached there

at 11.30 am on 18th February 2004. Her first
question to me was, “Do you know why |
chose today the 18th?” | asked whether

9 was her lucky number as most people
suggested. She replied with a smile, “Today is
MAHASHIVARATHRI and the auspicious time
starts now.” She looked around the hospital
and was impressed. Her next question was,
“Do you want to build a hospital in the city,
bigger than this to help more people through
your Charitable Trust. | can help get 10 acres
for you.” | replied that | would be unable

to build another hospital right then, but
would certainly be interested in contributing
to MEDICAL SCIENCE by starting a Basic
Medical Science Park in a village.

Inauguration of FLL, 18th Feb, 2004

The next day, | got a call from the
Thiruvallur Collector that Madam had
instructed him to identify a land in Thiruvallur
District. Her personal involvement exhibited
her great interest in the science of medicine.
She trusted me to fulfill my duty. There is
in fact considerable financial pressure due
to losses incurred. | have had to withstand
immense pressure from all stakeholders

included Banks and financial institutions
to sell out the project Mediville. | am

"4, holding out in the hope of turning
) “%-  things around. Being a great

visionary, she could foresee that
this project could become the FIRST
MEDICAL SEZ in India.
— The writer is Director of X
Factor group of companies
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COMPASSION « COMMITMENT < CLINICAL EXCELLENCE

If you have a financial constraint to treat your heart condition, you may contact
Dr. KM Cherian Foundation for help. For details, please visit www.frontierlifeline.com.
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“A little known facet

We all know that former Chief
Minister and ATADMEK general
secretary Jayalalithaa was a pillar of
strength and suppoxrt for the -
downtrodden. She was equally a .
plllar for intellectuals and scholars
in whom she saw the spark of
innovation to help uplift the poor -
and the needy:-
At the fournidation stone-laying
ceremony of the Madras Medical
- Mission, she donated a personal
cheque for Rs.5,00,000. She also
.ensured that there was no
bureaucratic delay at any stage of the
construction. For the inauguration,
- she ordered the roads to be widened .
and relaid. The approach road was
'so good that visiting dignitaries, who
included Dr. Christiaan Barnard,
commented on it. The improvement
in the infrastructure of Mogappair in
. the past two decades was mainly due -
" to this enthusiasm she showed.
At the inauguration of Frontier
Lifeline Hospital, she informed me
that she would help me to get 10 '
acres within the city for another
hospital. Instead, when I expressed
my interest in developing a basic
medical science park in a village, the
"Fhiruvallur Collector informed me
~the very next day that the Chief
Minister had instructed him to
identify a site for the project.
"Her support gave me the strength to
carry out research works which,
when concluded, would bring
accolades to the Indian medical
fraternity. Be it the first by-pass
heart surgery or the first paediatric
heart transplant, I went ahead secure
in the feeling that there was a very
strong woman who was encouraging
me and supportmg me in br1ngmg
pride to India.

Dr. K.M. Cherlan, :

Chennal

-



Advertorial

In association with

FRONTIER LIFELINE

HEART
MATTERS

Is there any other word to describe the feeling?

M other Teresa is canonized. Dr. Cheri-

an's tumultuous feelings cannot be

put into words. Many people, includ-
ing some of his friends, thought that he was
her physician. They were wrong.

In 1980, the Mother referred two small
girls from a destitute home to the doctor.

She requested their surgical treatment at

a nominal cost. Her words were, “I cannot
give you anything. My gratitude will be my
prayer for you.” Her sincere words touched
Dr. Cherian. The operations were performed.
Before their discharge, she visited them in the
hospital and prayed for them and the other
patients there.

This incident gave rise to a long lasting
friendship that saw Dr. Cherian operate on
five to six children
from her home. Their

to ensure that she reached the function on
time and left within half an hour. Dr. Cherian
obliged. They reached on time and exactly af-
ter half an hour, Dr. Cherian prompted Mother
Teresa. The Chief Min-
ister inquired as to the
matter and when told

Dear Dr Cherian,

friendship flourished. | do not know how to thank  the reason, she ensured
Dr. Cherian loved to e M ok that the Mother left
spend time with her you for the substantial without delay

as he felt they were concessions g‘ven on the After a hec&ic day.

divine experiences.
She was inquisitive;

surgeries. May God bless
you and the beautiful work

when Dr. Cherian took
her back to her home

wanted to know about
everything from movie
posters and actors to
science and art. He
eagerly waited for her
yearly Christmas cards
filled with her prayers.
When she could not
make it to Dr. Cherian's
daughter’s wedding, Mother Teresa sent a
letter which is a treasured possession till this
day. Though she had promised to grace the
inauguration of Madras Medical Mission with
an express wish of meeting Mrs. Sonia Gandhi
and Dr. Christiaan Barnard, she was held up in
China and could not make it.

One day Dr. Cherian was instructed by the
Chief Minister’s office to receive Mother Te-

resa at the airport and escorthertothe .
R L g,

‘Mother’s House'. The Mother was to o™

be the Chief Guest at a function of

the All India Women's Association.
Mother Teresa had a hectic

schedule and requested Dr. Cherian Ny,

you are doing for Him. May you continue
to be His hands to heal and His heart to
love all those who come to you in pain,
sorrow and also great hope. God bless you

{A letter from Mother Teresa to Dr Cherian)

around 8.30 p.m., she
instructed the sisters to
give the doctor dinner
as he had not had
anything throughout the
day. That was the last
time he saw her.

Dr. Cherian cherishes
his every interaction
with Mother Teresa. Their friendship born out
of a common service orientation lasted for
15 years till her death. She was a beacon of
hope through all his troubles and sustained his
confidence through her prayers. Dr. Cherian
says, “She may not be here physically now,
but her legacy lives on. We will not be here
forever and even our memories will fade. But
the Mother will live on. It is humbling to realize
that | have known a Saint. | feel fortunate

/&v,/zwo\ L

o5 ‘2 and touched by the Divine. Is there any
- Q “ way to convey my feelings fully?”
’
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",f( — The writer is Director of X Factor
Group of companies
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If you have a financial constraint to treat your heart condition, you may contact
Dr. KM Cherian Foundation for help. For details, please visit www.frontierlifeline.com.
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Dr. Cherian was having an exotic dinner on

a pleasant evening in South Africa with Dr.
Christiaan Barnad - his most favourite person
in the world. They were at Dr. Barnard’s
residence and the ambience was balmy and
soothing. Between sips of good South African
wine, they discussed various topics far into
the night, including how they first met in 1971
when Dr. Cherian was a Resident at Sydney’s
St Vincent’s Hospital during Dr. Barnard’s visit
as a Guest Lecturer for the hospital’s Annual
Day celebrations. During the discussions, one
thing clearly emerged - Dr. Cherian’s keen
curiosity and unwavering thirst to LEARN the
LATEST in the field of heart surgery. In order
to upgrade his skills even further, Dr. Barnard
suggested that Dr. Cherian learn and try to
perform a cutting edge procedure called TMR
(TransMyocardial laser Revascularization). He
also suggested that Dr. Cherian talk to his friend
Dr. Denton Cooley who was also to try out TMR.

Picture shows Dr Christiaan Bernard
(2nd from left) and Prof Mir Ho Seni
(2nd from right)

In 1994, when Dr. Cherian visited Tel Aviv,
Israel, he met Dr. Denton Cooley and
immediately enquired about his
experience with TMR. Like his
friend, Dr. Denton Cooley also
recommended that Dr. Cherian
should explore the benefits of this
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A BETTER SOCIETY

Bombay where he called the operation as the
conversion of a ‘Mammalian Heart’ into an
‘Amphibian Heart’ by employing acupuncture.
The same principle was applied by Prof. Mir Ho
Seni, of Iran.

TMR was made by a company known as
PLC. PLC bought the patents to produce these
machines. It had a Sales Representative settled
in the United States. He was a Pakistani,
who happened to be the 1st cousin of former
cricketer Imran Khan.

Dr. Cherian recalled “We bought the first
TMR machine in the whole of Australia / Asia
to bring to our country. We introduced TMR in
the country and we probably did the maximum
number of cases in the world at a time when no
other alternative procedure was available.

The TATA Group gave national publicity for
this procedure initiated by Mr. R. K. Krishna
Kumar who was the VP of TATAs then. Patients
who were brought in as in-operable with total
blockage in their right arteries and critical left
main problems are now living in good health.
Col. Venugopal was the first patient to undergo
TMR. We have since done combinations of TMR
and Bypass Surgery and Endarterectomy.”

Later, the high penetrating power and voltage
changes that occurred in the heart muscle were
considered to be dangerous consequences of
TMR and hence it became obsolete. Today, new
technologies that use YAG Lasers instead of CO2
are being used (giving rise to the application of
TMR again).

What started as a casual conversation
between two persons born out of their
respective interest and knowledge, benefited
numerous end-stage cardiac patients. When
Dr. Christiaan Barnard, the world’s 1st heart
transplant surgeon and his friend Dr. Cherian,
discussed general developments and of

challenging the status quo in patient care, the
3 idea for using a most effective technology
& emerged which helped nearly 1,000

- patients. When seeking to better one-
self, it is ultimately society at large
which gains the larger benefit.
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new technology.
The principle of TMR was — The writer is Director of X Factor
described by Prof. P.K. Sen of group of companies
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If you have a financial constraint to treat your heart condition, you may contact
Dr. KM Cherian Foundation for help. For details, please visit www.frontierlifeline.com.







